Dear colleagues,
by Professor Oktay Ergene, the president of the Turkish Society of Cardiology. Do not miss the Joint Croatian-Turkish Session within the Meeting! We are also grateful to our sponsors for their unrestricted donations and for the attractive Exhibition at the Meeting. Their Satellite Symposia will undoubtedly also enrich the Programme with the newest topics covering drugs and devices in cardiology.
Last but not least, our PCO, the "Spektar" Company, did a great job as always, and they deserve our deep gratitude for the technical organization and logistics.
Dear colleagues, let the unique beauty of Dubrovnik be once again our frame and inspiration for enjoying both the Scientific Programme and our professional networking, for reviving old and starting new friendships! Sincerely yours, Professor Davor Miličić, MD, PhD, FESC, FACC Fellow of the Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts Scientific Director, 6 th Cardiology Highlights -the ESC Update Meeting in Cardiology Welcome to Croatia, welcome to the 6 th Dubrovnik Cardiology Highlights! The ESC Update Meetings in Dubrovnik began in 2009 based on the decision of the ESC Education Committee under the presidency of Professor Otto A. Smiseth. It was agreed from the start that the Dubrovnik Meeting would be organized by the Croatian Cardiac Society and endorsed as the ESC Update Meeting in Cardiology.
We are also very proud that this is the third time the Meeting has been organized under the patronage of the Medical Department of the Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts.
Over the years, only two of four members of the ESC Update Meetings have survived -the Davos Meeting that started in 1975., and the youngest one -the Dubrovnik Cardiology Highlights, which is now celebrating its 10 th anniversary. Its founding fathers are still enthusiastically organizing and chairing the Meeting: Otto A. Smiseth and myself, with support of our co-directors: Thiery Gillebert, Dan Gaita and Zlatko Fras. Maja Čikeš soon joined as the Scientific Secretary of the Meeting, with the help of Cardiology Fellows of the Department of Cardiovascular Diseases, University Hospital Centre Zagreb.
We hope you will enjoy our Scientific Programme for the 2019 Highlights, because of its comprehensiveness, selection of relevant topics, presentation of the newest ESC guidelines, and recommendations and position papers.
Special thanks go to the Faculty, who will enrich the Meeting with their outstanding talks and interactive chairmanship, but we would also like to thank all participants, who will surely provide invaluable contributions to the Meeting with their curiosity and vivid discussions. As previously, we are continuing with interactive posters and with the already traditional Zagreb-Zürich Fellows' Session. On this occasion, we are particularly happy to host fifty (!) Turkish colleagues led
COURSE OBJECTIVES
The '6 th Cardiology Highlights -The European Society of Cardiology Update Meeting' is a scientific and educational programme of the ESC, which is organized biannually by the Croatian Cardiac Society, and endorsed by the European Society of Cardiology. This 6 th Dubrovnik meeting offers a high-level update of major selected topics in cardiovascular medicine presented by a distinguished international Faculty.
LEARNING OBJECTIVES
The aim is to present the latest science /from bench to bedside/ with perspective on the practice of cardiovascular medicine. To review current ESC guidelines. To discuss the implications of these presentations through interactive discussion. To provide a high level education, thus the scientific programme covers a broad spectrum of topics including atherosclerosis and risk factors, prevention and rehabilitation of cardiovascular diseases, coronary artery disease, acute coronary syndromes, revascularization strategies, arrhythmias, structural heart disease and heart failure. Special emphasis will be given to issues in practical implementation of the most recent ESC Practice Guidelines in different fields of cardiovascular medicine.
TARGET AUDIENCE
The Meeting in designed for clinicians specialized in cardiology and for cardiology fellows, but also experts in various fields of medicine with an interest in cardiology. Beside the traditional state-of-the-art lectures, an emphasis is placed on interactive education with the aim to provide guidance in everyday practice.
THE EUROPEAN ACCREDITATION COUNCIL FOR CME /EACCME®/ CREDITS
The 6 th Dubrovnik Cardiology Highlights -The European Society of Cardiology Update Meeting has been accredited by the European Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education /EACCME®/ with 21 European CME credits /ECMEC®s/. Each medical specialist should claim only those hours of credit that he/she actually spent in the educational activity.
Through an agreement between the Union Européenne des Médecins Spécialistes and the American Medical Association, physicians may convert EACCME® credits to an equivalent number of AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Information on the process to convert EACCME® credit to AMA credit can be found at www.ama-assn.org/go/ internationalcme.
Live educational activities, occurring outside of Canada, recognised by the UEMS-EACCME® for ECMEC®s are deemed to be Accredited Group Learning Activities /Section 1/ as defined by the Maintenance of Certification Program of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada. 
MAIN TOPICS UEMS -EACCME® CREDITS

SELECTED POSTERS
LIST OF POSTERS LIST OF POSTERS
Selected posters should be on display throughout the duration of the meeting and will be presented during lunch time on October 18 and 19 Buisness Center of the Valamar Lacroma Hotel.
The selected posters will be presented in the form of a 3-minute oral communication + 2 minutes for the discussion. 
OF POSTERS LIST OF POSTERS
OFFICIAL LANGUAGE
The official language of the Congress is English.
No simultaneous translation will be provided. 
APPOINTED PCO
PRESENTATION GUIDELINES POWERPOINT CENTRE FOR SPEAKERS
Speakers should sign in at the PowerPoint Centre at least 2 hours before their lecture. The PowerPoint Centre is located in the technical booth at the entrance of the main hall. Technical assistance will be available in the PowerPoint Centre and in the lecture hall.
POSTER PRESENTATIONS
Poster should not exceed 90 cm width x 120 cm height /portrait style/. Each poster will be indicated with an appropriate number on the panel attached to the board with double adhesive tape, provided by the Organizers.
A headline strip on the poster at least 20 cm high should include the title, authors and affiliations with lettering of at least 2.5 cm in height. The poster should be designed in such a way that it is readable from a distance of at least 2 m. All posters should be mounted on Thursday afternoon 17/10 and dismounted on Sunday afternoon 20/10. Selected posters have been chosen for moderated poster presentations /3 min for the presentation and 2 min for the discussion/ within the noted sessions.
AWARDS FOR BEST POSTERS
Three best posters will be chosen by the Poster Grading Committee. The presenters of the best graded posters will be rewarded as follows:
1 st award Registration fee for the 7 th Cardiology Highlights, 2021.
nd award
Registration fee for the 13 th Congress of the Croatian Cardiac Society, Zagreb, December 2020.
rd award
Registration fee for one of the Congresses of the Working Groups of the Croatian Cardiac Sociaty, 2020. 
REGISTRATION FEES
REGISTRATION FEE FOR PARTICIPANTS INCLUDES
Admission to all scientific sessions and exhibition / Conference bag, Final programme and Abstract book / ACCREDITATION Cardiology Highlights is recognized by the following medical societies as accredited continuing education:
UEMS -EACCME® /The European Accreditation Council for CME/ -21 points.
Croatian Medical Chamber National CME authority of Croatian Medical Chamber is granting European accreditation: 20 points for 'active' participation 12 points for 'passive' participation
CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDANCE
Certificates of Attendance will be available on request at the end of the Congress at the Registration Desk.
EXHIBITION AREA
Participants are invited to visit the Exhibition area located in the Buisness Center of the Valamar Lacroma Hotel. As you put on your tie before a business meeting or a theatre performance, as you write with your ball point pen, do you ever think of Croatia? Our guess is that you do not. Why should you? However, let us press the point. Your tie is, after all, a direct descendant of the very same cravat that Croatian soldiers, as the French encyclopedia tells us, used to tie around their necks in the 17th century. Moreover, the ball-point pen that you use was invented by S. Penkala, a Croatian engineer who constructed the first ballpoint pen and the first fountain pen in 1906. Indeed, have you ever been to Croatia; because Croatia awaits you with an invitation to spend your precious leisure time in a new, dynamic and entirely different way. Only those who have never visited this Central European country may sometimes feel that we are exaggerating. However, they must be told that images of Croatia painted in words or photographs alike are not the product of imagination or embellishment, despite the unearthly beauty they often reveal. After all, has not the beauty of Croatia been captured in countless books, paintings and photographs? Few people realize that Shakespeare's Twelfth Night takes place here, or that Carlo Goldoni, Jack London, Eugene Ionesco, to name but a few, were enchanted by the beauty of the Croatian landscape. The famous master of plots and intrigues, Agatha Christie, also had a good reason to find a special place in her heart for Dubrovnik and Split: she spent her second honeymoon there. We could tell many tales of the famous who came here. Some of them are public, some are secret and some are open secrets. Let us, instead, tell the tale of the country they have chosen, not without reason.
Croatia is a place where the Mediterranean, the Alps and the Pannonian plain come together: this country has taken something from each one of them and blended those parts into a unique harmony and a rare beauty. Side by side in Croatia, there are phenomena, which are usually many miles apart. Within a hundred kilometers, you will find the sea, the karst, densely wooded mountains and fertile plains.
All those beauties are just a few hour drive away from the European centers on whose traditions, through constant giving and receiving, Croatia has been building its history and culture, past and present. And above all it's future. If we want to be completely honest: practically nowhere else can you find the sea as clean as the Croatian Adriatic. In Croatia, the beauties of nature are not something one reads about in books. Ecologically, it has one of the bestpreserved environments, with as many as seven national parks.
Croatia is a country at the historical crossroads, and a land where cultures meet, a land of long tourist traditions, and a land for all seasons. Although there was an independent Croatian principality and Kingdom from the 9th to the 12th century, today Croatia is one of the newest states in Europe. It adopted its constitution on 22 December 1990, and was recognized internationally on 15 January 1992. The international recognition of its sovereignty and its acceptance into the membership of the UN in 1992 marked the end of a crucial period in the establishment of Croatia as a new state in the European and world community. The capital of Croatia is Zagreb, a city of 1 million inhabitants, and the hub of Croatian culture, education and trade. Croatia is rich in natural resources, and is determined to build its future on services and high technology.
CROATIA
